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the company, or oblige me, I shall here mention the heads of two or three ^cir-
cumstances I have had occasion to write to them upon. About sixteen or eigh-
teen months ago, a boat with two twenty-four-pounders, belonging to the Ho-
norable Company going to Chunar, was sunk a little above Beerpoor, on the
ground belonging to the village of Seerpoor. In consequence I applied to the Ze-
meedar of Beerpoor to assist me in endeavouring to weigh the boat, at the same
time promising a reward to such people as he could let me have. Instead of com-
plying with my request he returned me an insolent answer saying, lie had seen
many Fringees, who was he ? (meaning me) that fie was Rajah Bahadre's servant, not
mine, and would therefore give me no assistance without his orders.

I then wrote to the Fougedar of Imaumabad, who made a shew of assistance
by sending thirty, or forty men. As they could be of little or no use, I collect-
ed together from Buxar and Bowjpoor as many as I possibly could, with whom
I went and examined the spot, and found it impracticable from the rapidity of the
river at that time to weigh the guns, had I been supplied with the numbers of
people required. On my making known to the Board the impossibility of their
then being got at, I was ordered to fix a buoy to the boat, and post a guard on
the banks, nearest to the place, in order to prevent its being cut away, in hopes
the course of the river might alter sufficiently this season to admit of their being
taken up. I gave the command of the guard to a Naick, who formerly resided
at the village of Seerpoor, as I thought him the likeliest person to get the assist-
ance of the country people when I might want them. The Naick came to me
about a month, or six weeks ago, and informed me, the buoy and mast were cut
away in the night by some of the Mullahs either of Seerpoor, Beerpoor, or
Barrow; that if I would permit him to go and reside amongst those people for
a week or a fortnight, he would find out who cut it away, and by what authority,
as he had no reason to suspect the different Zemeedars ; having previously heard that
such a thing was in agitation. I permitted him to go, and in ten days he return-
ed, and informed me two Mullahs belonging to one of the villages told him they
knew the people; but it was as much as their own and their families' lives were
worth to divulge it, as the Zemeedars had threatened the life of any person who
should inform the Fringees; adding, the guns would be useful to themselves,
as the English would not possess the country long. I wrote to the Fougedar
Buckt Sing Toukaury of Serinja Purgunnah, and Steer Aussin Ally of Imaum-
abad Pergunnah to deliver up the Mullahs of the different villages, at least those
who had cut away the Buoys. In consequence I obtained an order on the Ze-
meedars and Cutwals for their being delivered up; but the Cutwal of Imaum-
abad refused, saying he did not know me; that if I wanted them or any thing
else I should fight^hun for it before I should have it At the same time collecting
a mob he drew his sword and made a cut at one of my people, which he de-
fended with his firelock or would most probably have been killed. Upon this
being reported to me, I sent a party of Sepoys with orders not to make any

disturbance.